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United States says that 8,000 planes have been ordered to
date, and more than 2,000 delivered.
JUNE 9
The Germans widen their front of attack to the east and
open an offensive in great force from Rethel to the Argonne.
Some observers say it is the greatest mechanized action of the
war. This advance threatens the rear zones of the French
armies in the Maginot Line. Further west, the German in-
tention is evidently to advance down the valley of the Marne
towards Paris.
In a general order to all troops issued at 10 A.M,, an hour
after the German attack has begun in the Argonne, General
Weygand-says: "The enemy has suffered considerable losses.
Soon he will reach the end of his effort. This is the last
quarter-hour. Hold fast." He predicts that tomorrow the front
of attack will extend all the way to Switzerland. Reports in
Paris are that the French troops on the new front are resisting
and have counter-attacked. But since the collapse on the
Somme all the news reaching French General Headquarters
is delayed and confused, resulting in communiques that are
already out of date before they can be distributed- At a Cab-
inet meeting preparations are made to quit Paris. It is the
last held in the capital. An exodus of civilians begins*
In the western sector of the front, meanwhile, German
motorized units thrust forward to the Seine and reach the
outskirts of Rouen, Southwest of Beauvais they reach Gisors,
35 miles from Paris. The French center also is being roughly